
Wade Crowfoot, California Secretary for Natural 
Resources 
Wade Crowfoot was appointed California Secretary for Natural Resources by Governor 
Gavin Newsom in January 2019. 

As Secretary, Crowfoot oversees an agency of 19,000 employees charged with protecting 
and managing California’s diverse resources. This includes stewarding the state’s forests 
and natural lands, rivers and waterways, coast and ocean, fish and wildlife, and energy 
development. As a member of the Governor’s cabinet, he advises the Governor on natural 
resources and environmental issues. 

Crowfoot believes effective management of California’s resources allows communities and 
natural places to thrive and the economy to grow. This includes strengthening the 
connection between Californians and natural resources by expanding access to parks and 
natural places. Crowfoot is also prioritizing building California’s resilience to growing 
challenges from climate-driven threats, including drought, wildfire, flooding and sea-level 
rise. 

Crowfoot brings over two decades of public policy and environmental leadership to the 
office, with expertise in water, fisheries, climate and sustainability issues. He most recently 
served as chief executive officer of the Water Foundation, a nonprofit philanthropy that 
builds shared water solutions for communities, economy, and the environment across the 
American West. In that role, he developed innovative partnerships among a broad range of 
partners including agricultural leaders and environmental conservation groups. 

Prior to joining the foundation, Crowfoot served in Governor Jerry Brown’s Administration as 
deputy cabinet secretary and senior advisor to the Governor. In that role he led the 
administration’s drought response efforts and spearheaded several of the Governor’s 
priority initiatives to build California’s resilience to climate change. He previously served as 
West Coast regional director for the Environmental Defense Fund and a senior 
environmental advisor to then-San Francisco Mayor Gavin Newsom, where he helped to 
lead many of Mayor Newsom’s nationally-recognized environmental initiatives. 

Crowfoot received a bachelor’s degree in political science from the University of Wisconsin-
Madison in 1996 and earned a master’s degree in public policy from the London School of 
Economics in 2004, where he graduated with honors. 

A native of Michigan, Crowfoot grew up spending his summers outdoors. Upon moving to 
California in the mid-1990s, he became an avid hiker and backpacker and marks his first 
hike in the redwoods as Big Basin State Park as one of his defining California moments. 
Now, he spends his down time camping and hiking with his wife, Lisa, and their young 
daughter. 
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